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Comets rally for overtime win over Middletown

By John Cummings 

Contributing Writer 

MIDDLETOWN — Mason High School football coach Brian Castner wore a worn-out smile Friday night at Cris Carter Field at Barnitz Stadium.

The Comets, down to their last play in regulation, found a miraculous ending to claim a 24-21 overtime win over Middletown.

“Our kids work hard, and it’s good to get a big-time win,” Castner said after the Comets improved to 7-2 overall and 5-1 in the Greater Miami Conference. “Wow. I just have to give so 
much acknowledgement to (Middletown). They are a great 3-5 team. Probably the best 3-5 team I’ve seen.”

It looked like it was going to be a great Senior Night for the Middies (3-6, 2-4).

Behind a pair of field goals by Cole Smith (27 and 44 yards), Middletown led 13-7 early in the fourth quarter.

Mason answered on a 2-yard run by Matt Sora to take a 14-13 lead with 9:27 remaining, but the Middies answered right back.

Middletown took a 21-14 lead with 5:04 left when Blake Marshall connected with Allante Simmons on an 81-yard pass play and Marshall dove into the end zone on the two-point 
conversion.

Mason had one last shot, starting at its own 23. The Comets moved the ball to midfield with one minute remaining, then kept their drive alive when Preston Hutchinson connected with 
Nick Pearson for a 25-yard gain on fourth-and-19. Two plays later, the duo connected again for a 25-yard scoring pass and a 21-21 tie with 0:36 left.

“The fourth-and-19, our quarterback called that one,” Castner said. “We told them to go with it and go ahead and roll.”

Middletown had the ball first in overtime, but Mason blocked a 33-yard field-goal attempt before winning it on a 35-yarder by Grant Kramer.

Mason jumped to a 7-0 lead, scoring on its first drive, but Middletown answered on a 2-yard run by Simmons on the first play of the second quarter to tie the game.

The Middies took advantage of an interception by Vincent Calhoun to take a 10-7 lead at the break as Smith hit his first field goal of the night as time expired.

“We really weathered a storm there,” Castner said. “It was 10-7 at half, but it could have been worse.”

The Middies held Mason to 14 yards rushing in the first half and 51 total, but the Comets finished with 240. Mason finished with more yards passing (128) than rushing (112) for the 
first time.

Middletown finished with 321 yards in total offense.

The Middies close out their season Friday at Princeton.

Mason 7-0-0-14-3—24

Middletown 0-10-3-8-0—21

MA: Bryson White 5 run (Grant Kramer kick)

MI: Allante Simmons 2 run (Cole Smith kick)

MI: Smith 27 field goal

MI: Smith 44 field goal

MA: Matt Sora 2 run (Kramer kick)

MI: Simmons 81 pass from Blake Marshall (Marshall run)

MA: Nick Pearson 25 pass from Preston Hutchinson (Kramer kick)

MA: Kramer 35 field goal
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